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Is there evidence that there is no afterlife? 


15 ANSWERS 



Kevin Williams, Near-Death Experience Researcher, often 
misunderstood 


Written 26 May 2014 


While no one has had a near-death experience and brought back the 
sandals of Jesus, for example, the list of evidence supporting the survival 
of consciousness after death is long and you can read some of the 
evidence here: 


++ Scientific evidence suggestive of an afterlife: Scientific Evidence 
Supporting Near-Death Experiences and the Afterlife 

++ Evidence from quantum theory supporting the survival of 
consciousness after death: Science and Near-Death Experiences 

++ Evidence of an afterlife from near-death research: 

Near-death experiences (NDEs) offer the best scientific evidence 
suggestive of an afterlife. But skeptics and materialists like to dismiss 
NDEs as being caused by brain anomalies - even though it doesn’t matter 
WHAT mechanism causes NDEs when determining whether NDEs are 
real afterlife experiences or not. Nevertheless, brain anomalies have 
already been ruled out (see A.) Also, the materialists’ so-called “CAUSES 
of NDEs” are actually only the SIDE-EFFECTS of having an NDE. 

And if NDEs are nothing more than a final hallucination before total 
oblivion (as claimed by materialists), then they need to examine ALL the 
evidence such as: 

(1) Studies that show NDE experiencers can have verified out-of-body 
perceptions where they see and hear very detailed events and 
conversations sometimes hundreds of miles away. Read: People have 
near-death experiences while brain dead and Google: "veridical" 
"near-death" - Google Search 

(2) A study shows that people born blind (or color blind) can see correctly 
for the first time in their lives during a NDE. Read Vicki Umipeg’s NDE at: 
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(3) One study shows that memories of NDEs are more real than normal 
memories. Read: 'Afterlife' feels 'even more real than real,' researcher 
says q? 


(4) A study by Dr. Jeffrey Long shows that the level of conscious alertness 
during NDEs are usually greater than that experienced in everyday life - 
even though NDEs generally occur when a person is unconscious or 
clinically dead. Read Dr. Jeffrey Long’s “Nine Lines of Evidence” here: 
The Science of Near-Death Experience by Jeffrey Long, MD with Paul 
Perry 

(5) A vast number of NDEs occur while the NDE experiencer is under 
general anesthesia - at a time when any conscious experience should be 
impossible. Read: Isn't Self-Awareness Only a Function of the Brain? 

(6) The NDE “life review” provides the NDE experiencer with a perfect 
playback of real events which previously occurred in their lives - even if 
the events were forgotten or happened before they were old enough to 
remember. Read Dr. Jeffrey Long’s “Nine Lines of Evidence” here: The 
Science of Near-Death Experience by Jeffrey Long, MD with Paul Perry 

(7) NDE experiencers bring back important scientific discoveries. Read 
this press release: Elsevier publishes a scientific textbook about a new 
mathematical discovery found in a near-death experience and 
Scientific discoveries are brought back from near-death experiences q? 

(8) NDE experiencers report seeing visions of the future which actually 
occur as foretold. Read: The Future and the Near-Death Experience 

(9) Studies show that children’s NDEs, including very young children 
who are too young to have developed concepts of death, religion, or 
NDEs, are essentially identical to those of older children and adults. 

Read: Children have near-death experiences similar to adults 

(10) Studies have shown that NDEs are remarkably consistent around the 
world and across many different religions and cultures. Read: 

Near-Death Experiences of Jewish People and Near-Death 
Experiences of Buddhists and Near-Death Experiences of Hindus 

(11) Studies have shown that NDE experiencers encounter people who 
are virtually always deceased and are usually relatives of the NDE 
experiencer including relatives who died before the experiencer was even 
born. Read Dr. Jeffrey Long’s “Nine Lines of Evidence” here: The 
Science of Near-Death Experience by Jeffrey Long, MD with Paul Perry 
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powerful, life-enhancing, and long-lasting major life changes and 
aftereffects after having an NDE. Read: People are dramatically 
changed by a near-death experience 


(13) Studies show that NDE experiencers themselves are practically 
universal in their understanding that their NDE was a real afterlife 
experience. Read: People who have near-death experiences are 
convinced they are real q? 

(14) Studies have shown that NDEs are drastically different from 
hallucinations. Read: Brain Physiology or Transcendental 
Consciousness? Or Both? and Are Near-Death Experiences 
Hallucinations? q? 

(15) NDEs have been documented throughout history including ancient 
times. Read: Near-Death Experiences Have Been Recorded Throughout 
History and The Tibetan Book of the Dead and Near-Death 
Experiences q? 

(16) Dr. Norma Bowe described a patient who successfully read a 12-digit 
number while out of their body: The Death Class 

(17) Other research related to veridical (verified) perception exists, such 
as: 

A. Veridical out-of-body experiences - Read: Dr. Charles Tart's Study of 
Verified Perception in Out-of-Body Experiences 

B. Veridical deathbed visions - Read: Deathbed Visions Research of Dr. 
Carla Wills-Brandon g 

C. Veridical dreams - Read: Near-Death Experiences and Dreams 

D. Veridical after-death communications - Read: The Trigger of 
After-Death Communications: Bill and Judy Guggenheim's Research g 

E. Veridical remote viewing - Read: Page on skeptiko.com 

F. Shared death experiences - Read: The Trigger of Shared Death 
Visions: Dr. Raymond Moody's Research 

Too many skeptics and physicalists who draw materialistic conclusions 
about NDEs have simply not done their homework. Skeptics also claim 
that all anecdotal evidence is unscientific which is not true. Science uses 
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Evidence-based medicine g 
Kevin Williams 
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Terry Finley, I think, therefore I think. 

Written 25 May 2014 


From a scientific perspective there is no evidence that there is no 
afterlife. I'm unaware of any attempts to prove that there is no afterlife, 
since there is no standard by which to judge such proof were it deemed 
feasible. There are several notable attempts to prove afterlife, however, in 
addition to the myriad of religious contexts which presuppose afterlife as 
conditions of faith. 


The problems with proving afterlife are numerous and begin with the 
precise delineation between life and death. The modern standard for 
death is the cessation of all electrical brain activity for the purpose of 
establishing the legal abandonment of personhood. This is problematic 
because it has not been indefeasibly established that consciousness 
ceases with the cessation of all electrical activity in the brain. Death, for 
both believers and non-believers in afterlife, is contingent upon what 
constitutes life and lifelessness in the natural world, and has no bearing 
on what might supernaturally occur afterward. In other words, it is quite 
curious that most people, whether religious or not, accept what death is 
in terms of the natural order of birth, life, and death, and agree. 
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Given the absolute lack of evidence in afterlife it would seem most urgent 
that the precise nature of death be firmly established before 


contemplating what comes or doesn't come afterward. Yet believers and 
non-believers in afterlife are equally willing to accept that death is 
absolutely understood in relation to this world when in fact it is not. 

There is a whole host of supposed evidence claiming that the afterlife 
exists, the strongest of which is the NDE (near death experience). These 
experiences have been reported by people as long ago as ancient Greece, 
and research shows that the overwhelmingly majority of experiences 
share similar characteristics. While it is difficult to scientifically address 
these experiences, it should be noted that 99.98% of all these experiences 
occur in the absence of a measure of electrical brain activity, e.g., MRI, 

CT Scan, or EEG; therefore, there is no verification to the claim that 
NDE's occur post brain death. 

Neurology does have an explanation for NDE's, though, and it centers 
around the fact of the process of death itself. As biological function 
ceases, the brain shuts down functioning of non-vital processes in order 
to preserve neurological processes. Perception becomes distorted and 
sensations explicable to the fully aware individual seem completely 
foreign and inexplicable to the nearly dead individual. These conditions 
occur across experiences because the brain functions similarly in all 
humans. So-called scientific research into NDE's are met with skepticism 
by the scientific community at large, not because the idea is seen as 
unlikely, but because by and large, the research methodology has been 
incredible. 

ETltimately, NDE's indicate a largely unexplored area of life as related to 
the natural world, rather than the promise of afterlife. Other supernatural 
phenomenon, such as the death bed experience of seeing long dead 
relatives and mediumship fall far short of meeting the threshold 
necessary to engage credible scientific inquiry. 
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f Jens Adler Nielsen, lives in London 

Written 26 May 2014 

Thank you for the A2A. 

Strictly speaking science cannot prove something does not exist, but 
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The concept of a soul is required for an afterlife as we are quite certain 
there is no afterlife for the body. However, the soul is not a scientific 
concept and it is vaguely defined, so a little analysis is needed on the 
possible properties of a soul. 

The first immediate contradiction is the soul being immaterial yet 
containing information about a person. Science have never encountered 
anything like this. 

Secondly, the soul is anchored to the body until death upon which it 
leaves. Since we have not detected a signal leaving the body, the soul is 
not made out of particles or radiation, so the existence of souls require 
new unknown fundamental building blocks in nature. As the soul has a 
function in the living body, these fundamental building blocks must 
interact with the body aka with matter well within our ability to measure, 
yet we have never seen such mysterious interactions. 

Thirdly, as the soul is anchored to the body in life, it is reasonable to 
assume a structure in the body to facilitate this anchoring. We have not 
found such a structure. 

Fourthly, souls were originally used to explain personality and life. We 
know for a fact that personality is produced in the brain as brain damage, 
damages personality. We also knows for a fact that life of bacteria, dogs 
and humans work in essentially the same way and without a needing a 
soul to explain the system. Hence the original reasons to introduce the 
concept of a soul are invalid. Also few are talking about the soul of 
animals or bacteria. This inconsistent meaning not logically true. 

In conclusion, souls probably do not exist and thus there is no afterlife. 

Another way of looking at the afterlife is to analyze the setup 
surrounding the afterlife. Typically there is a beneficial deity to which 
you must pray in order to get a great afterlife, but you can also pray for 
more mundane favors. The latter is easily analyses using statistics and 
has been shown to have a placebo effect only. This means it works due to 
a psychological mechanism that is distinct from how nature works, so we 
got the concept of prayer fundamentally wrong when it comes to 
measurable effects. 

Finally a form of afterlife is reincarnation. Sometimes people remember 
parts of their previous life. Again this is easily accessible to statistics. The 
findings are that reincarnation almost always respect national borders, 
which is just plain strange for a real phenomenon, but expected for a 
psychological one. That people in the same reincarnation line looks more 
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phenomenon. 

In conclusion, it is not probable that there is an afterlife in any real sense. 
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Mantas Balnys, Teve musy as ne Jusy 

Written 26 May 2014 


Is there the life after afterlife? 

Usually we talk in Quora in context of the Christianity. I'm here again to 
point that we-people think short. We worry what will happen after those 
ten years but loose track on eternity. 

So if our mind does not change on death -1 can not think of activity 
which could occupy it for thousands of years to not go mad. 



If our mind does change maybe that means that we do die? By mind 
change I mean to adapt to eternity, to join Gods divinity or whatever else. 
The other posts already stated that there are no proves on afterlife. Even 
vice verse there are proves that existing afterlife experiences are unreal 
(natural causes). 

I may cheer you up. There is at least one scientific theory on afterlife!;+) 
Human death time could be an eternity for him. All living leave the dead 
one in the past time. So dead ones lives in the past. If you want theistic 






Quora 


itself (or God). 
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If there would be afetlife my first wish would be to die once more. 
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Sabarish Vadarevu, Does not subscribe to absolutes 

Written 26 May 2014 


Unlike the other religious or spiritual stuff, there can absolutely be no 
evidence that an afterlife does not exist. It follows from definition. We 
can only know that something is an afterlife when one dies and goes 
there, otherwise we're just playing a guessing game. Now, if there is no 
afterlife, a dead person cannot go there, and will just remain dead. Since 
evidence of an afterlife involves a dead person experiencing it, and since 
a dead person cannot experience anything if there is no afterlife (let 
alone tell us about it), it is impossible to prove the non-existence of 
afterlife. 


But, just for the sake of argument, let's suppose there is an afterlife. 

Is there any way to know what it would be like? What would the rules of 
this "afterlife" be? Would it be only humans, or will all kinds of animals 
and birds and plants also be there? If no, why not? Would we still be living 
in societies, or live as individual nomads? Would we have morals? Would 
we retain any of our memories? Would we feel hunger or thirst or 
emotions? 


You can hope that this afterlife will be something you want it to be, but 
that's just hoping. Even if an afterlife does exist, we have no way to know 
what it will be like. So, why bother? 

But hey, if you're going to believe someone who says, "Do this, this, and 
this, and you'll be rewarded in the afterlife", then I have something too. 
Donate all of your money and all of your properties to the homeless, and 
you will get whatever you want in the afterlife. Are you going to do that 
now? 
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